


The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) is an International Catholic Organisation founded in 1980 by the 
Society of Jesus as a practical and spiritual response to the suffering displaced people. It started 
as a response of the suffering that Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, then Superior General of the Society of 
Jesus. witnessed from the refugees that were fleeing the Vietnam War. He then decided to mobilise 
human and financial resources of the Society of Jesus to offer relief and accompaniment to these 
people. 
JRS began its work in Africa in 1982 with its second global project in Ethiopia, responding to 
humanitarian crisis at the time.  This marked the establishment of the first JRS region on the African 
continent. In 2025, the Eastern Africa Region and the Southern Africa Region were merged to form 
the present day Eastern and Southern Africa Region (ESAR) and becoming one of JRS’s longest-
standing humanitarian regions. 

The presence of JRS in ESAR, steers as part of  the Society of Jesus the mission to accompany, serve, 
and advocate the cause of forcibly displaced people, that they may heal, learn, and determine their 
own future in community. The region’s programming focuses on Education, Economic Inclusion 
and Livelihoods, Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS), Protection, Reconciliation and 
Pastoral work. These priorities, promotes dignity, resilience, and meaningful participation among 
displaced populations.
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WITNESSING CHANGE THROUGH EDUCATION

A story of how education transformed lives and opened doors to 

hope, dignity and a brighter future.

EDUCATION AS HOPE FOR THE COMMUNITY

How access to quality education is restoring hope and building a 

better future for entire communities.

FROM EXILE TO ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

The remarkable journey of a refugee student who overcame 

challenges to achieve academic excellence.

SCHOOL ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN THE SERVICE OF EDUCATION

Empowering school clubs with entrepreneurial skills to drive 

change and support education in their communities.
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Regional Director: esar.director@jrs.net

https://ear.jrs.net/en/story/witnessing-change-through-education/
https://ear.jrs.net/en/story/education-as-hope-for-the-community/
https://ear.jrs.net/en/story/from-exile-to-academic-excellence-the-inspiring-story-of-izonyongera-esta/
https://ear.jrs.net/en/story/school-entrepreneurship-in-the-service-of-education-over-400-cge-members-trained-in-project-management/

